
Freshman Elective Choices 

Please note that these are just the possible options; not all of the courses listed below will run 
in the 2020-2021 school year. This decision will be made based on which courses generate the 

most student interest. Also, please note that 4-year colleges and universities will require 2 
consecutive years of a foreign language, so we encourage ALL freshmen to take Spanish 1.  

This list does not include Study Skills, which may also be a required course for students on IEPs. 

Accounting 1  

This course is intended to introduce students to basic accounting practices 

used in business operations. Students will use basic analytical skills to follow 

the entire accounting cycle and gain firsthand knowledge of how financial 

statements are used as a tool by businesses to make important financial 

decisions. Topics such as assets, business expenses and capital growth will 

be emphasized in the course load.  

Art I 
  

Open to all WHS students, this introductory art course will expose students 

to basic techniques, media, and works of art in the areas of drawing, 

painting and two-dimensional design, printmaking, sculpture and three-

dimensional design. Various artists, periods of art and art styles will be 

introduced such as realism, surrealism and abstraction. The curriculum 

allows for students to discover and begin developing their own personal 

styles while they learn essential skills unique to each form of art making. 

Students will participate in group and individual projects, class critiques, and 

will write self-evaluations of their work. Success in this course is strongly 

recommended before taking any other visual arts course.  

Business 
Management 

This course is designed to provide a fundamental understanding of business 
management and will cover managing, marketing, financing and 
communicating within a business environment. Skills taught will include 
communication, problem solving, decision-making, economics, ethics, 
financials, and basic marketing principles. 



Computer 
Info Systems 

This course begins with a review of computer basics, then advancing to the 

most popular software Applications ~ Microsoft Office Professional, Google 

Apps, and the Internet. This course gives students everything they need to 

be confident and competent as users of today’s business technology. 

Students will apply problem-solving skills to real-life situations through the 

use of Microsoft Word, Excel, Publisher, Access and PowerPoint in addition 

to online editing and collaboration on projects using Google Apps. Additional 

units will incorporate the use of Picasso, a digital photography editing tool 

and Movie Maker for multi-media presentations. Through integrated 

software activities, students learn to use the computer efficiently and apply 

these skills to cross-curricular assignments. Assessments for this course will 

include but not be limited to: Portfolio projects, PowerPoint Presentation, 

Multimedia Presentation, Digital photography portfolio& editing as well as 

Paper and Pencil tests.  

Drafting & 
Design 

This program concentrates on the Engineering Design Cycle and the role of 

drafting in that process. Students will learn skills in 2D and 3D mechanical 

drawing using traditional drafting tools and CAD software. Among these will 

be isometric and orthographic projections, as well as renderings in 

Pro/Desktop, Creo, and West Point Bridge Designer. Upon completion of this 

course, students will have assembled a portfolio of all assignments, including 

real-world design projects.  

Exploring 
Computer 
Science 

This course teaches the foundations of computer science and basic 
programming using Python. Coursework has an emphasis of helping students 
develop logical thinking and problem solving skills. This course is designed 
for those with little to no programming experience. Students will gain 
experience in concepts such as Loops, Functions, Strings and Conditionals. 
This class is very hands on with daily hands-on programming exercises. 

Family & 
Consumer 
Science 

This course provides fundamental knowledge and training for the students 

interested in the science of nutrition and the techniques used in food 

preparation. This course of study, taught in a classroom and lab setting, 

includes nutrition and food preparation basics taught within the framework 

of the food pyramid. Also, included are baking basics, meal planning, 

supermarket strategies, diet-related diseases, proper dining etiquette and 

sensible weight control.  



Food & 
Nutrition I 

Beginner level: Experiences in the Food and Nutrition course focus on the 
development of skills needed to select, prepare, and serve food which meets 
nutritional needs of individuals and families. Emphasis in this course is given 
to the development of competencies related to nutrition, weight control, the 
food consumer, the effect of technology on food and nutrition, kitchen 
organization and equipment, safety and sanitation, menu planning, serving 
and eating food, food preparation, eating away from home, and jobs and 
career opportunities in the field of food and nutrition. Upon completion of 
this course, students should be able to apply sound nutritional practices 
which will have a positive effect on their health. 

History of 
Rock & Roll 

This course is designed to introduce students to the history of rock & roll 

music from the early on-set of rock & roll to its current form and how it has 

evolved over the decades.  

Instrumental 

Instrumental Music is designed for those students who wish to participate in 

a performance ensemble for band instrument. Prior experience with a band 

instrument is preferred, but not required. Admission for students with no 

musical experience with a band instrument may be granted by the teacher. 

Use of school owned instruments are limited. Areas of traditional wind 

music, jazz, music history, music theory and composition, and world music 

will be explored. **Special note: performances outside the regular school 

day are required. 

Intro to 
Engineering 
Design 

Students dig deep into the engineering design process, applying math, 

science, and engineering standards to hands-on projects. Students will work 

bot individually and in teams to design solutions to a variety of problems 

using 3-D modeling software and will utilize an engineering notebook to 

document their work.  

Marketing 

  

This course is designed to expose students to our Free Enterprise System 

and to demonstrate how the Global Economy effects how our economy 

operates. Students will learn how economic indicators impact the laws of 

Supply and Demand and how marketing executives use information 

gathered from research to develop selling strategies of goods and services. 

Students will have the opportunity to use some of these strategies to 

develop their own advertisements based upon the functions and utilities of 

marketing. 

Music 
Appreciation 

  
  

This course is designed to introduce students to Western Art Music from the 

Renaissance to the present. Different types of music, from pop to rock, will 

also be studied. Students will learn basic music terms, notation, rhythm and 



simple chord progressions. Music compositions will be written and 

performed in the class.  

Principles of 
Engineering 

Students will be involved in a technology/engineering course that 

incorporates lecture, reading, and laboratory experiments/projects. The 

guiding principle of the course is the Engineering Design Cycle, which is 

threaded throughout a minimum of four major projects. The curriculum 

integrates elements of math, technology, and science common to 

technology and engineering. Through this course’s real-world and authentic 

connections, students will solve problems related to concerns for our future.  

Real Life Skills 

This course involves the study of the systems approach to family 

management. It includes the principles of family living related to the 

management of human and environmental resources; home-related work, 

patterns of communication and decision making; and change as it affects 

families. It includes the study of current family forms and challenges 

affecting families today. Explore the nuances of interior design, blending 

textures, patterns and colors, including basic sewing and mending.  

Spanish 1 

This is an introductory course in Spanish language. It is intended to provide 

students with basic knowledge of Spanish grammar and vocabulary as well 

as to develop the four skills of language: reading, writing, listening and 

speaking. In addition, students are exposed to authentic language use as 

well as the cultures of various Spanish-speaking countries through film and 

music.  

Vocal 

Vocal is designed for those students who wish to participate in a vocal 

ensemble. Large and small vocal groups will be utilized. Prior experience is 

not required. Areas of traditional vocal music, pop, jazz, and multi-part 

music will be employed. Areas of music history, world music, music theory 

and composition will be explored. Performances outside the regular school 

day are required. **Special Note: Performances outside the regular school 

day are required.  

 


